
Cloze Test: Minibeasts 
Read the passage below and fill in the blanks.

(Please note, only one word is to be filled in for each blank)

Top tip: Check your work! Read over the passage when you have completed the task.

Minibeasts are small animals that are found in     like gardens, rivers and 
houses. There are lots of different     of minibeast such as spiders, beetles and 
butterflies. Some minibeasts have lots of legs; some have wings. 

In the Garden
There are lots of       to be found in people’s gardens. You might see 
bees       around the flowers. Bees have yellow and black stripes to show 
other animals that they can sting. 

You could also see butterflies gently flying with their big,      
wings. You cannot find a baby butterfly because when they are younger, they are caterpillars. 
The caterpillars      lots of food, and then build a special cover called a 
‘chrysalis’, which they stay in until they change into butterflies. Butterflies can come in lots of 
different colours and sizes. 

As well as creatures that fly, there are some minibeasts that      along the 
ground and up walls. Snails and slugs both have soft bodies and live on the ground. Snails 
have a      shell on their backs to keep them safe. Slugs do not have shells. 
They hide      leaves to keep safe. Slugs are seen as pests as they eat all the 
plants in people’s gardens. 

In Ponds and Rivers 
Minibeasts don’t just live on land but in and around water as well. One insect that 
lives      the water is the dragonfly. Dragonflies have four wings and long 
bodies. Some of      bodies can be blue and some are red. They fly very close 
to the water. They have      big eyes and can see things a long way away. 

In Your Home
There are minibeasts that live in people’s homes as well. Spiders are often found inside houses 
and flats. They find       cracks and crawl inside to make webs and 
lay     . In Ireland, spiders are not dangerous to people but people are often 
    of them.

Score:         /15



Cloze Test: Minibeasts Answers
(Please note that some of the answers can differ from the answers below. Accept other suitable 
words if the children use them)

Minibeasts are small animals that are found in places like gardens, rivers and houses. There 
are lots of different kinds of minibeast such as spiders, beetles and butterflies. Some minibeasts 
have lots of legs; some have wings. 

In the Garden
There are lots of minibeasts to be found in people’s gardens. You might see bees buzzing around 
the flowers. Bees have yellow and black stripes to show other animals that they can sting. 

You could also see butterflies gently flying with their big, colourful wings. You cannot find a 
baby butterfly because when they are younger, they are caterpillars. The caterpillars eat lots 
of food, and then build a special cover called a ‘chrysalis’, which they stay until they change 
into butterflies. Butterflies can come in lots of different colours and sizes. 

As well as creatures that fly, there are some minibeasts that slide along the ground and up 
walls. Snails and slugs both have soft bodies and live on the ground. Snails have a hard shell 
on their backs to keep them safe. Slugs do not have shells. They hide under leaves to keep safe. 
Slugs are seen as pests as they eat all the plants in people’s gardens. 

In Ponds and Rivers 
Minibeasts don’t just live on land but in and around water as well. One insect that lives near 
the water is the dragonfly. Dragonflies have four wings and long bodies. Some of their bodies 
can be blue and some are red. They fly very close to the water. They have very big eyes and 
can see things a long way away. 

In Your Home
There are minibeasts that lives in people’s home as well. Spiders are often found inside the 
houses and flats. They find small cracks and crawl inside to make webs and lay eggs. In 
Ireland, spiders are not dangerous to people but people are often afraid of them. 



Cloze Test: Minibeasts 
Read the passage below and fill in the blanks.

(Please note, only one word is to be filled in for each blank)

Top tip: Check your work! Read over the passage when you have completed the task.

Minibeasts are animals which can be found in      different environments. 
They are able to       in water, in the soil and in small cracks and openings. 
In the U.K., there are well over 30,000 different kinds of minibeast, such as stag beetles, 
caterpillars and snails. They can look very different. Some minibeasts, like butterflies, can 
fly, whereas    , like earthworms, move underground. There are species like 
caterpillars and millipedes that have longer bodies and a large number of legs, and live mostly 
on leaves.

In the Garden
Gardens hold many different species of minibeast. Bees are often found     
flowers in gardens and local parks. They are important as they             pollen to make 
honey and by moving from flower to flower, they help more      grow. If a 
garden has a hedge around it, you might be able to find a stag beetle underneath. These are the 
largest insects in Britain, and can grow up to 7cm long. They have a hard outer shell and very 
large jaws that look like the     on a deer’s head. Not all beetles are this big. Most 
of the beetles that make a      in gardens are very small. Most beetles like 
to live in old, rotting leaves or bark so that they are not easily seen. 

In Ponds and Rivers 
Other habitats where minibeasts can be found in great quantities and variety are in ponds and 
rivers. There are creatures that live in or near water that are like the animals         in 
gardens. Leeches are very similar to slugs. They have soft, stretchy bodies but live their lives in 
swamps and rivers. Lots of minibeasts start as larvae (babies) in water and when they are fully-
grown, they can fly or live on land. Insects like dragonflies and mayflies grow from larva into 
large, four-winged insects, which live on the reeds and grasses that     the water.

Staying Alive 
Most minibeasts do not have a skeleton     humans; they have a shell on the 
outside of their bodies to protect them. However, some minibeasts’ bodies are only soft. These 
animals often try to     or blend in with the plants around them so that they 
are not seen. The bodies of slugs are     soft and birds and other predators can 
easily eat them. Snails carry a hard shell on their backs and are able to pull back into this 
shell if they feel    . Though it is not very popular in Ireland, snails are eaten by 
people in some     around.

Score:       /15



Cloze Test: Minibeasts Answers
Minibeasts are animals which can be found in many different environments. They are able 
to live in water, in the soil and in small cracks and openings. In the U.K., there are well over 
30,000 different kinds of minibeast, such as stag beetles, caterpillars and snails. They can 
look very different. Some minibeasts, like butterflies, can fly, whereas others, like earthworms, 
move underground. There are species like caterpillars and millipedes that have longer bodies 
and a large number of legs, and live mostly on leaves.

In the Garden
Gardens hold many different species of minibeast. Bees are often found around flowers in 
gardens and local parks. They are important as they collect pollen to make honey and by 
moving from flower to flower, they help more flowers grow. If a garden has a hedge around 
it, you might be able to find a stag beetle underneath. These are the largest insects in Britain, 
and can grow up to 7cm long. They have a hard outer shell and very large jaws that look like 
the antlers on a deer’s head. Not all beetles are this big. Most of the beetles that make a home 
in gardens are very small. Most beetles like to live in old, rotting leaves or bark so that they 
are not easily seen. 

In Ponds and Rivers 
Other habitats where minibeasts can be found in great quantities and variety are in ponds and 
rivers. There are creatures that live in or near water that are like the animals found in gardens. 
Leeches are very similar to slugs. They have soft, stretchy bodies but live their lives in swamps 
and rivers. Lots of minibeasts start as larvae (babies) in water and when they are fully-grown, 
they can fly or live on land. Insects like dragonflies and mayflies grow from larva into large, 
four-winged insects, which love on the reeds and grasses that surround the water.

Staying Alive 
Most minibeasts do not have a skeleton like humans; they have a shell on the outside of their 
bodies to protect them. However, some minibeasts’ bodies are only soft. These animals often try 
to hide or blend in with the plants around them so that they are not seen. The bodies of slugs 
are completely soft and birds and other predators can easily eat them. Snails carry a hard 
shell on their backs and are able to pull back into this shell if they feel threatened. Though it 
is not very popular in Ireland, snails are eaten by people in some countries around the world. 


